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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The Four Last Things – Hell – Part 3 of 4 

 
How many of us, when we think of 
hell, think of something like the 
above Far Side comic?  It’s funny!  
But it misses the mark. 
 
When it comes to thinking about 
hell, there are a lot of good ques-
tions that come up.  “If God is good 
and loving, why does he send any-
one to hell?”  “As long as I’m a 
good person, or at least not as bad 
as Hitler or Stalin, I’m going to 
heaven, right?”  “Pope Francis said 
there’s no hell! An atheist journal-
ist said so!”   

 
I would counter: Hell has to exist in order for God to be 
Good. What?!?!  Before you crumple up your bulletin and 
throw it at me during the homily, hear me out.   
 
First we have to ask: is it true that Hell exists?  I think it’s 
sufficient to say that Jesus referenced Hell quite often in his 
teaching, either under this name or others (sheol, Gehenna, 
hades, etc.).  
 
Why, then, does it exist?  Why would God allow anyone to go 
there?   
 
Pope Francis was asked a great question by a young woman, 
“How can Hell exist if God forgives everyone?”  He respond-
ed by telling her about the fall of Satan, and observed, “Satan 
wanted God’s place.  And God wanted to forgive him, but he 
said, ‘I don’t need your forgiveness.  I am good enough!’”  
Pope Francis went on, “This is hell. It is telling God, ‘You 
take care of yourself because I’ll take care of myself.’  God 
doesn’t send you to hell, you go there because you choose to 
be there.  Hell is wanting to be distant from God because I do 
not want God’s love.  This is hell.” 
 
Last week, we talked very briefly about free will.  Free will is 
one of the fundamental ways we are made in God’s image and 
live in His likeness.  But free will is a gift we are called to be 
careful stewards of.  You see, free will is not the license to do 
whatever I want.  Rather, it is the ability to do what I ought.  
It is the ability to make moral choices that have meaning and 
consequence, good or evil.  Free will is required for love, with 
the potential also to reject.  Think: if I cleaned the kitchen 
table because my mom made me, did I do it out of love? Ah, 
but if I cleaned the table of my own free choice, now it is pos-
sible that I did it with love!  (As an aside, doing things out of 
duty can prepare the heart to do them out of love.  Kids, listen 
to your mom and dad.) 
 
This helps us to under the nature of sin.  Sin is not simply an 
accident or just ‘hurting someone else’.  If it’s an accident, 
it’s just an accident.  Hurting someone else may be a sin (or 
not).  Rather, sin is always a choice.  Sin is when we say to 
God, “God I know what you want, but I don’t care.  I 
want what I want.”   

 
 
Ok, so how does this help us to understand that Hell has to 
exist in order for God to be Good?  Some hold the position 
that God, after we die, will simply overwhelm us with His 
goodness in such a way that nobody could say no to Him.  
Sounds nice, right?  But again, we have to ask: is it true?  
There’s plenty of evidence in what God has revealed to us in 
Scripture and Tradition that says ‘no’.  For starters, see Mat-
thew 25:1-13, or Matthew 25:31-46.   
 
Perhaps the most clear parable is that of the rich man and 
Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31.  The rich man ends up in hell, with 
a great chasm to prevent crossing.  He asks for mercy, but 
none is given.  When he asks for a ‘special mercy’ for his 
father and brothers, he is told that they already have all they 
need to be converted – if they decline listening to Moses and 
the prophets, then a supernatural event will not convince them 
either.  Wow, tough love. 
 
But on the flip side, consider the consequence: What if God 
were to make me choose Him by overwhelming me?   
 
Well, first, then my free will doesn’t matter.  My choices 
don’t matter.  No matter what good or evil I’ve done or en-
dured, it doesn’t matter.  Because in the end God overrides 
them. 
 
Second, it means this earthly life doesn’t have any meaning. 
There’s something within us that rebels against the idea of 
having a meaningless life! But if God overrides my free will, 
it means that whether I sacrifice and strive for holiness, give 
myself to a life of debauchery and evil, or just loaf around, in 
the end it doesn’t matter, because I’m going to heaven no 
matter what. 
 
Lastly, consider how much suffering there is.  Why does God 
permit it?  Yet if God’s ultimate plan is everyone is going to 
heaven, then why even give us this earthly life?  Why not take 
us all now, and end all suffering?  Yet God permits suffering 
to happen, sometimes in long and excruciating ways.  So ei-
ther our suffering somehow has meaning for what will happen 
to us or others, or God is a monster toying with us for a while 
before letting us in.   
 
But God is good.  He gave us the power to make decisions 
that have consequence, and thus the potential for real love!  
He gives our life ultimate meaning in that what we do in this 
life really matters in the end!  And though suffering is a great 
mystery, God has proven to us through the Cross that in 
Christ it has the power to grow us in faith, hope, and love – 
the things that endure unto eternity!   
 
And because God, in His Goodness, gave us the power to 
love, to make choices that matter, to choose Him in a defini-
tive way, then it is also true that God in his Goodness gives us 
the power to reject Him in a definitive way.   
 
Friends, Hell may not be good, but it is good that Hell exists. 



Liturgy 
 

Praise/Worship Ensemble 
Jason Fowler (314)435-7018 
fowlerbrown@hotmail.com 

Organist 
Kimberly Aldridge  

(314)623-7045  
Kaldridge 
    @mygoodshepherd.com 

Prayer Line 
Mary Boushie (314)808-8069                                
Card Ministry 
Barb Cox (314)791-5418 
yanmar2020d@yahoo.com 

 
Church Environment 
Joanne Bone 
Joannebone1947 
                        @gmail.com 

Saturday 4pm Traditional - Catholic Hymns 
Sunday  7am Reflection  - Quiet Mass  
Sunday  9am Traditional - Catholic Hymns 
Sunday  11am Praise & Worship Contemporary 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Monday  8:00 am  Communion Service 
Tues. Wed. Fri  8:00 am  Mass 
Thursday 5:00 pm  Mass  
Tuesday 8:30 am  Perpetual Help Devotions        
   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Thursday 4:30pm   Confessions 
Saturday 3:00pm  Confessions  

Weekly Readings 

Monday, November 18 
Communion Service - 8:00am 
1 Mc 1:10–15, 41–43, 54–57, 62–63 Lk 18:35
–43 
Tuesday, November 19 
Mass 8:00am– Jeffrey Reissing 
2 Mc 6:18–31   Lk 19:1–10 
Wednesday, November 20 
Mass 8:00am– Ann Speck 
2 Mc 7:1, 20–31   Lk 19:11–28 
 Thursday, November 21 
Mass 5:00pm- Harriet Stubbings 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
1 Mc 2:15–29   Lk 19:41–44 
Friday, November 22 
Mass 8:00am-Kevin McCarthy 
St. Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr 
1 Mc 4:36–37, 52–59  Lk 19:45–48 
 Saturday, November 23 
Mass 4:00pm – William Penovich 
1 Mc 6:1–13    Lk 20:27–40 
 Sunday, November 24 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
2 Sm 5:1–3 Col 1:12–20  Lk 23:35–43 
Mass 7:00am –   Parish 
          9:00am – Rose Marie Nemeth (Living) 
        11:00am – Mike McCarthy 

November 17, 2019 

Mary Cook, Donald Reando, Vicki Martin, Cele Shinnick, Sal Signorelli, Deborah 
Johnson, Caleb Scanlon, Rose Marie Nemeth, Theresa Schreckenberg, Kevin Pohl-
meier, Fr. Bert, Jordan Winckel, , Vance Childress, Eve Childress, Cherie Swanson, 
Helen Alonco, John Burdges, Elva Brandon 

 MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

NOVEMBER 23-24 

4:00PM 

Greeters 

Servers 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Lector 

Cantor 

7:00AM 

Greeters 

Servers 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Lector 

9:00AM 

Greeters 

Servers 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Lector 

Cantor 

11:00AM 

 Greeters 
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Ministers 

 Lector 

 Ensemble 

Money 
Counters 



 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

 

RCIA 
Deacon Paul Martin                                            
(636)797-2109 
DeaconPaul@mygoodshepherd.com 
 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mariann Jones                                            
(636)789-3311  
principal@mygoodshepherd.com 
P.S.R. DIRECTOR  
Marya Pohlmeier                                            
(636)524-9383 
mpohlmeier@mygoodshepherd.com 

ADULT SPIRITUALITY 
Carla Raidt                                                                                   
(314) 724-4512 
Carla.raidt@gmail.com 
YOUTH 
Matt Collins 
(314)486-8156 
matt@2911prosperity.com 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Thank you to our Veterans, parishioners, families and Father Buehler for 
helping to make our Veterans Day Mass and Celebration such a success. 

Thank you to our Veterans for their service and the 
sacrifices they made for our country.  



 WORD OF LIFE  
“There can be no true democracy without a recognition 
of every person's dignity and without respect for his or 
her rights. Nor can there be true peace unless life is de-
fended and promoted.”   

November 17, 2019 

Thank you, from Birthright! 

 

Thank you to all the parishioner and organi-

zations of Good Shepherd church who helped 

and participated in any way to the success of 

our dinner auction last weekend!  Whether 

you bought a dinner ticket or sponsorship, 

donated formula or diapers, quilts, afghans 

and the many items used in our silent auc-

tion baskets, we truly appreciate you! 

Please remember Birthright of Hillsboro in 

your prayers, as we continue the mission of 

savings lives, by helping mothers and fathers 

give life to their babies! 
 
 

Christian Community 
 

St. Vincent De Paul 
Darlene Franken                                             
(877)238-3228 ext. 3330 
gmadar4611@gmail.com 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Mike Arlt 
(314) 603-3548 
mikearlt636@gmail.com 
Ladies Auxiliary 
Regina Eidel                                             
(636) 274-3432  
regeidel@gmail.com 

 
 
Respect Life 
Mary Thoma                                             
(314) 609-2773  
mthoma63050@gmail.com 
 

Conscious Self-Care   Sunday, November 24 1:30-3:30pm   
Mercy Conference and Retreat Center  2039 N. Geyer Rd. 63131          
Come experience how your energetic presence affects those around you and why it ’s important to take care of your-
self, especially as you care for others. You’ll walk away empowered with simple ways to support yourself throughout 
your day.  Presenter: Amy Camie, CCM Certified clinical musician, spiritual harpist, conscious self -care advocate.   
A Silent Advent Retreat with Joy Clough, RSM  Friday, December 6 & Saturday December 7 
Mercy Conference and Retreat Center  2039 North Geyer Road  63131   
This “Praying with Imagination” Advent retreat invites you to step away and allow yourself the privilege of quiet 
reflection as you engage with scripture stories using your imagination. Sr. Joy uses storytelling to imaginatively re -
tell gospel stories in ways that refresh what has perhaps become too familiar, giving attention to the reality that Jesus 
was human like us. Joy will use stories that can help us experience the Advent season in a new way.  

For more information, please go to mercycenterstl.org. 

UPDATE 
Parish Directory Photos 

If you had a photo taken in October and 
have not yet received  prints, it may 
have been sent to the rectory. We have 

several Give us a call.An additional photo session is 
now open. December 3rd has several openings from 
2pm to 9pm Call the rectory to schedule. 
 

THERE’S A PLACE 
IN THE PARISH DIRECTORY 

 JUST FOR YOU! 

For the repose of the souls of Theresa 
Schreckenberg, wife of Joe of our parish 
and Brian Rotter, son of Jeff and Liz Rot-
ter of our parish.  

May their souls and all the souls of the faithfully 
departed rest in peace.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 
Jesus tells us … 
 
I have come to make all things new again”. Come 
to me in Adoration and renew our relationship. 

Please sign up in the back of church for 
December 6th and 7th. 

http://mercycenterstl.org/


STEWARDSHIP  
                     COMMISSION 

 
MISSION  STATEMENT 
To welcome, nurture and celebrate the 
Steward within us, who lives the Gos-
pel invitation to share one’s gifts and 
talents with others. 

 
Craig Luetkemeyer, Chair 
craig@slashmail.org 
 
Eileen Crosby, Recorder 
meeajmcrosby@yahoo.com 
 
Rich Patterson 
Rpatterson@cemtech-international.com 

 
 
Linda Ferrara 
lferrara1991@yahoo.com 
 
Kevin Hartnett     
KevinHartnett1@sbcglobal.net 
 

WELCOME IN THE NAME OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD! 
 

We appreciate you celebrating with us.  If you are interested in becoming a member 
of our Parish Community, please fill out this form and place it in the collection basket 
or mail it to the Rectory. Fr. Buehler or office staff will contact you. 
 

Name___________________________________   Phone_____________________ 
 
Address___________________________ City_______________  Zip___________ 
  
        ______Please Call       ______I’ve Moved       ______New Parishioner       
 
       ______Address Change      ______Send Envelopes 
 
_______  I would like information on Good Shepherd Catholic School (PreK—Grade 8) 

Stewardship “Commitment” Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus, Create in us a new heart. 
Pour your Spirit upon us 

so that we may do the will of the Father. 
Nourish us with your Eucharist and heal us of sin. 

Let our commitment to stewardship be a sign 
of our love for you.  Amen   

Stewardship Reflection 
 
 “…Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a 
model for you, so that you might imitate us.”  2 
THESSALONIANS 3:9 
 
Most people who live a grateful and generous life-
style don’t go around bragging about it.  But through 
their actions and words, others do take notice.  They 
notice because of the joy and peace that results and 
other people desire this in their own life.  Know that 
the way you live your life may be the only interac-
tion others have with our Catholic faith. 
 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 November 10, 2019                      Week 19 

Envelopes 

On-line Giving (OLG) 
Loose 

Total 

5,886.00 

1,571.00 

251.00 

   $7,708.00 

Other Collections (includes OLG) 

Parish Improvement 
St. Vincent de Paul 
School Endowment 
Votives 

Poor Box 

Capital campaign+ (OLG) 
Sponsor A Student 

       Catholic Relief Services 

       World Mission Sunday 

       Seminary 

       Peters Pence 

       Regina Cleri 
       Retired Religious 

       Military Archdiocese 

       Campaign for Human Dev. 
 

                Total 

80.00 

50.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

59.00 

0.00 

25.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

56.00 

330.00 

15.00 

Thank you for your support 

$8,353.00 
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Call TODAY for a Free Estimate!

636.797.2345
  • Septic Tank Cleaning
  • Cable & Hydro Jetting

Mention this Ad & Save - $15

ARNOLD
Ready Mix Corp.
“No Job Too Small Or Too Large”
Desoto, Hwy. 21 & Clarke

586-0822

First State
Community Bank
  4767 State Rd B

Hillsboro, MO 63050
636-789-4499
www.fscb.com
Member FDIC

Complete Auto Repair & Diagnostics
                                           Dan Franken

10510 Business 21               636-789-9803
Hillsboro, MO 63050             636-797-9803

Family Owned & Operated Since 1976
Knights of

Columbus
 Hillsboro # 6401
  HALL FOR RENT

Weddings * Family Gatherings * Meetings

   636-633-0177

All Major Brands of Flooring

Hardwood•Ceramic•Carpet•Vinyl•Laminate

LEWIS FLOORING, INC.
 Since 1997
 Hours:
 Monday - Friday 9 to 5
 Saturday 9 to 1

636-797-2487
10950 State Road 21 • Hillsboro

LEWI

636

Zach Pierce
For all your auto repair needs

1003 Valley Road, De Soto
Off Hillsboro - Hematite Road
 (314) 960-6313

Pierce Automotive

BROWN FUNERAL
HOME
789-4949

Robert & Kimberly Krodinger-Brown
Gary Boyer, Parishioners

www.brownfuneralhomehillsboro.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
(636) 337-2150 • SMCIHVAC.com

Michael D. Lowry
Our Lady Parishioner
Festus: 615 Collins Dr. • 931-8787
Hillsboro: 4633 Yeager Rd. • 797-3131
thelowrylawfirm.com

Bring in this ad for a FREE 

Small Size Beverage
McDonalds of Hillsboro

Julianne Platz Hand
Family Law 

Sarah Burton Partney
Criminal, Family Law & Traffic

Meagan Breeze
Social Security Disability,

Workman’s Comp.
Personal Injury & Family

Kourtney Lamb Buchholz
Family Law & Juvenile

Erik Papke
Bankruptcy & Traffic

Jennifer Breedlove
Probate, Estate Planning,

Family & Bankruptcy

636-797-3004
428 Vreeland Rd.,

Hillsboro, MO

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS
 ST. LOUIS HILLS O’FALLON, MO

 6759 Chippewa Street 2953 Hwy K
 (at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) (at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears)

 St. Louis, MO 63109 O’Fallon, MO 63368
 (314) 644-0643 (636) 379-3705

SHOP ONLINE!  catholicsupply.com

CROSBY DOOR LLC
MIKE & EILEEN CROSBY

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL GARAGE DOORS AND GATES
314.210.4146                               WWW.CROSBYDOOR.COM

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
•  LeafGuard®  

is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
leaves, pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder 
to clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system 
not  a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 314-549-8449 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit 

one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants 
must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a 
contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or 

affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a 
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former 
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that 

Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card 
will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of 

the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any 
kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to change without notice 

prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor. 

Does not include cost
of material.

 Offer expires 3/31/20.

x

Althoff
Contracting

636-677-8550
Asphalt Paving & Sealing

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.


